
WITNESS – Reaching out to others 

(Aim for 20 – 30 minutes) 
 
Giving Thanks to God 
 
As you have met together and discussed or through your week what 
has struck you about God? Thank Him 
 
Praying for one another 
 
Share what you think God has been saying to you as we have looked 
at this study? Pray for the person on your right.  
 
Praying for our community 
 
If you relate this study to Hungerford. What do you think God is 
saying? Let us pray for our community.  

MATTHEW 
Matthew 25.1– 46 
 

Preparation for the King’s Return 
Purpose: To consider the ways Jesus holds us accountable for our actions 

until he returns. 

Now that Jesus has told the disciples he is leaving them for a while, he 

tells them how they must live until he returns. The thrust of the parables is 

that we must live in constant expectation and in consistent obedience. 

 

WELCOME – Breaking the ice 

(Aim for 10 minutes) 
 
Have you ever been in a situation where your work did not meet up 
to standards when it was reviewed or inspected? How did it affect 
you? 
 

WORSHIP – Meeting the Lord 

(Aim for 10 – 15 minutes) 
THE EXAMEN  

1. Become aware of God’s presence - take some time to 
remember that God is present with us in our everyday lives. 
He has been near to you and with you throughout the events 
of your day. Invite the Holy Spirit. 

2. Review the day with gratitude - what are you thankful 
for?  

3. Pay attention to your emotions - St. Ignatius emphasised 
how our emotions can point to the presence of God. Reflect 
upon how you felt throughout your day. What might God be 
saying to you through these emotions?  

4. Choose one thing from the day and pray for it   
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WORD – Applying the truth 

(Aim for 40 – 45 minutes) 
 
Accountability can be uncomfortable and inconvenient. Our desires 
and preferences are subject to the demands of another. Most of us 
would prefer to do things our own way. A rule of thumb in 
management is that people don't do what you expect; they do what 
you inspect. 
Jesus is coming back to inspect our lives. He holds us accountable for 
how we conduct ourselves in his absence. In Matthew 25 he urges us 
to prepare for his coming. 
 
1.  Read Matthew 25. How does the parable of the ten virgins 
illustrate the need to prepare for the groom's delayed return (vv. 1–
13)? 
 
 
 
 
2.  How can we prepare ourselves for Jesus return? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  A talent was a vast sum of money. In the parable of the talents, 
what were the masters expectations of his servants (vv. 14–30)? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How does the master demonstrate his approval or disapproval? 
 
 
 

5.  What resources and responsibilities has Jesus given you? 
 
 
 
 
How can you handle them in a good and faithful manner? 
 
 
 
 
6.  In the parable of the sheep and the goats, identify the King, the 
sheep, the goats and the “brothers” of the King (vv. 31–46). 
 
 
 
 
7.  What criteria does the King use to separate the sheep from the 
goats? 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  According to Jesus' teaching in this chapter, what should we be 
doing until he returns? 
 
 
 
 
9.  How should the material in this chapter affect your current 
priorities? 
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