
WITNESS – Reaching out to others 

(Aim for 20 – 30 minutes) 
 
Giving Thanks to God 
 
What does God’s Holy Spirit mean to you? Thank God for his Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Praying for one another 
 
Share what you believe God would have you do for you to be more 
Christ like and then pray for the person on your right.  
 
Praying for our community 
 
How would Hungerford be different if everyone was ready and expec-
tant of Christ’s second coming? Pray for our community to be more 
Christ-like.  

MATTHEW 
Matthew 3.1-17 
 

Preparing for the King  
Purpose: To see that in order to receive the King, we must 
prepare our hearts and be willing to turn from sin. 

 

WELCOME – Breaking the ice 

(Aim for 10 minutes) 
  
Why do you think we go to such lengths preparing for visiting guests, 
dignitaries and heads of state? 
 

WORSHIP – Meeting the Lord 

(Aim for 10 – 15 minutes) 
 

THE EXAMEN  
1. Become aware of God’s presence - take some time to re-

member that God is present with us in our everyday lives. He 
has been near to you and with you throughout the events of 
your day. Invite the Holy Spirit. 

2. Review the day with gratitude - what are you thankful 
for? What were the gifts of the day?  

3. Pay attention to your emotions - St. Ignatius emphasised 
how our emotions can point to the presence of God. Reflect 
upon how you felt throughout your day. What might God be 
saying to you through these emotions?  

4. Choose one thing from the day and pray for it   
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WORD – Applying the truth 

(Aim for 40 – 45 minutes) 
 
In ancient times the coming of a king required special preparation. A 
herald was sent ahead to prepare the road on which the king would 
be traveling. Holes were filled, rough places made smooth and 
crooked sections straightened. 
The same thing happened in recent times when Queen Elizabeth II 

visited the Bahamas. In preparation for her coming, the roads she 
would be traveling on around the island were completely resurfaced. 
In Matthew 3 John the Baptist is sent to prepare the way for the 

coming of the Lord. But his arrival required a very different kind of 
preparation. 
 
1. Read Matthew 3. What are your initial impressions of John? 
 
 
 
2.  For Israel the desert was a place of both punishment and renewal 
(recall the wilderness wanderings). How does John's ministry convey 
both concepts (vv. 1–12)? 

 
 
 

3.  The religious leaders considered themselves children of Abraham 
(v. 9). According to verses 7–10, how were they abusing this privilege? 

 
 
 
 

4.  John calls us to produce “fruit in keeping with repentance” (v. 8). 
Give examples of the kind of fruit you think he has in mind. 

 

 

 

5.  Both John and Jesus have ministries of baptism (vv. 11–12). How 
are their baptisms similar and different? 
 
 
 
 
6.  Why do you think John was hesitant to baptize Jesus (vv. 13–14)? 

 
 
 
 
 

7.  What does Jesus' willingness to be baptized suggest about him (v. 
15)? 
 
 
 
 
 
In what ways was Jesus' baptism different from others? 

 
 

 
 
8.  What significance do you see in the dove and the voice from 
heaven at Jesus' baptism (vv. 16–17)? 

 
 
 

 
9.  The coming of Christ either demands repentance or brings judg-
ment. In what ways do you need to better prepare for his return? 
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