
WITNESS – Reaching out to others 

(Aim for 20 – 30 minutes) 
 
Giving Thanks to God 
 
What has struck you about God today? Thank Him 
 
Praying for one another 
 
Share what you think God has been saying to you as we have looked 
at this study? Pray for the person on your right.  
 
Praying for our community 
 
If you relate these parables to Hungerford. What do you think God is 
saying? Let us pray for our community.  

MATTHEW 
Matthew 13.1– 58 
 

The Parables of the King  
Purpose: To learn that only through sincere interest can we understand 
the mystery of Jesus' kingdom. 
There are a variety of definitions of a parable. For our purposes we will 
define a parable as a story which illustrates the message of the kingdom 
of heaven. This is a lot of material to cover in one study, but there are 
benefits from doing so. When we look at all the parables here in one 
setting, we can begin to see the common theme of the growth of the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

WELCOME – Breaking the ice 

(Aim for 10 minutes) 
Some people are hooked on mystery novels. How do mysteries keep 
people reading? 
 

WORSHIP – Meeting the Lord 

(Aim for 10 – 15 minutes) 
THE EXAMEN  

1. Become aware of God’s presence - take some time to re-
member that God is present with us in our everyday lives. He 
has been near to you and with you throughout the events of 
your day. Invite the Holy Spirit. 

2. Review the day with gratitude - what are you thankful 
for?  

3. Pay attention to your emotions - St. Ignatius emphasised 
how our emotions can point to the presence of God. Reflect 
upon how you felt throughout your day. What might God be 
saying to you through these emotions?  

4. Choose one thing from the day and pray for it   
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WORD – Applying the truth 

(Aim for 40 – 45 minutes) 
 
Crowds are fickle. One moment they follow with enthusiasm, the 
next they turn hostile and angry. 

In Matthew 13 Jesus speaks to a mixed and fickle crowd. Some are 
hungry to hear his message. Others are suspicious and hostile. In this 
setting Jesus begins to speak in parables. These stories test our spiri-
tual sight and hearing. They also expose the condition of our hearts. 
 
1.  Read Matthew 13. According to the parable of the sower, what 
responses does Jesus expect as he preaches his message of the king-
dom (vv. 1–9, 18–23)? 
 
 
 
 
2.  In verse 10 the disciples ask Jesus why he speaks to the people in 
parables. Explain his reply (vv. 11–17). 
 
 
 
 
3.  Wheat and weeds look similar until the harvest. How does this 
parable explain God's delayed judgment of the wicked (vv. 24–30, 36– 
43)? 
 
 
 
 
4.  What do the parables of the mustard seed and yeast suggest about 
the way the kingdom grows (vv. 31–35)? 
 
 
 
 

5.  Reflect on the parables we have looked at so far. What practical 
implications do they have for our evangelism? 
 
 
 
 
6.  What do the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl teach 
us about the value of the kingdom (vv. 44–46)? 
 
 
 
 
7.  This chapter concludes with a visit to Jesus' home town. How do 
the people there compare with those described in verses 13–15? 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Jesus wants his disciples to understand the parables. How have 
they enlarged your understanding of the kingdom of heaven? 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  Jesus also wants us to respond to what we have heard and under-
stood. Throughout this chapter, what types of responses does he de-
sire? 
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